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Sino-U.S. Relations in the Xi Jinping
Era: From “A New Type of Major-Power
Relationship” to the “New Cold War”

Haruka Matsumoto
Deputy Director, Research Fellow, East Asian Studies Group, Area Studies
Center Institute of Developing Economies, JETRO

[Abstract]

The recent U.S.-China relations spreads the same level of unease
in the international community as the U.S.-China trade war and the
New Cold War. From tension in trades, technology transfer to security
issues, the opposing stance between two countries affects a broad
spectrum of matters. This article focuses on diplomatic and security
issues between the Sino-American relations during the period of the Xi
Jinping Administration. In particular, it first analyzes China’s pursuit
of “new type of major power relationship” and the shifting responses
of the Obama administration. Then, it analyzes the so-called the “New
Cold War” between the United States and China during the Trump
administration by focusing on the South China Sea issues and Chinese
United Front Strategy. This analysis suggested that even if trade issues
could be temporary solved, diplomatic and security issues still remain
between the two powers, thus it would be difficult to improve the

China-U.S. relations in the near future.

Keywords: Xi Jinping, U.S.-China Relationship, diplomacy and
security issues, A New Type of Major-Power Relationship,
New Cold War between the United States and China
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